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Special Issue: NEHTA Celebrates it's 110th  Anniversary 
PRESIDENT'S MESSAGE 

It is truly ;in honol- to UI-ite this PI-esident's message as oul- organization 
celebrates its 110th annii,ersary. This organization continues to be a vibrant 
force in the teaching of h~stoi-! in Neu En2land.A~ members know. we had 
held exceptiorial hII conte~ence\  the past tivo years. NEHTA is a vital pres- 
ence at the h'o~-the;~st Rcf~onal  Soc~,rl Studie\ conference: some of you will be 
reading this at NERC. and ii 1 1 1  hi. tah~iif ~ ; I I - t  in either the afternoon luncheon 
or the eveninf recrpt1i711 ~llrviv~rccl h! 1)~ir orfi11ii7i1tion. At both of theses 
event\ alin~lal ai\arcl, ~ p r ~ i i ~ i ~ r c c i  h! S t H T . 4  \ \ i l l  be presented: our organiza- 
tion f l \ e \  wcof l i i r~o~i  10 ~ ~ u ~ ~ t ; ~ ~ i i l i ~ i ~  te:~chi~i: at hi~tli the university arid sec- 
oridat-! le \ r l  \ \ e  Iio~ior outstnndinf \er\li.i. to tile flcld of histot-y, and 
t t i ro~~ft i  tlie l'rln Lasha award we I-ecognirc ;iri clut\t;~nding New England 
undel-f~-adu;ite i l l  the field of histol-y. 111 add i t~o~ i .  du r~ng  tlie spl-ing of 2008 
our organization will be sponsoring ;I STUDENT coiifcrencc for the first time 
in several years: the topic of this conference \ \ i l l  be thc Cold War. More 
details will be announced shortly. 

It is astonishing to study the I I-year history of our organization as well. 
An incredible number of New England histol-y educators at both the university 
and secondary levels have been members of our organization; a large number 
have written al-ticl?.; or ~.eviews for our organircrtion'r nuhlications Recriitlv I 
spent time in the archives of NEHTA, loc;ltcd at Bentley College. Found 111 

various file folders are publications, announcements. and correspolidence dat- 
ing hnch to the organization's founding in 1897. For t h i ~  special issue. ive 
h;i\.e included a numbel- of articles and surprises that have appeared in our 
~ I - ~ : I I ~ ~ ~ ; I ~ I ~ I I ' S  publication ("The New Erigland Social Studies Bulletin") ~ L I I - -  
in:  he pa\[ 110 years. these include: 

.-41-ticlc # I :  From the report of the organization's very first annual meet- 
ins. ;I d~ \ cu \ \ i on  o1'"Practical Methods of Teaching History" 

.-4rt1cle # 2 :  FI-om NEHTA's second annual meeting. a report on various 
for~i i \  01- teaching history in the secondary schools 

I I ( ]  .~iid 193 1 advertisements for history textbooks 
.Ar~icle\ #.?. #4. #5: Articles from the February. 1945 journal on the I-ole 

of c.ilucutor\ in time of war and how educators can prepare students for the 
IXI,I \ \  C I ~  i\ orld 

.Arl~sle #6: An article from the November. 1945 journal on the difficul- 
tie, of iiernocracy 

4r11cle #7: Ariother article frorn that same issue. explaining how the 
"nisi. ~nedia" can be utilized in the study of history 

Art~cle #8: A wonderful essay by Edlnund S.  Morgan from the 
December. 1'153 issue on the challenges faced by historians in the postwar 
i\ orld 

.Article #9: An attack on existing social studies methodology from thc 
sprlli:. 196i [\rue of the NEHTA journal 

.41-11cle #lO: Fro111 the winter 1975-1976 issue of the journal. a report on 
nei\ hi\tor~cal 11-ends existing at the time 

.Art~cle #I I :  From the winter 1984-1985 issue of the journal, the 
pre,~dent'r me\sage written by George Watson. George has recently I-etired 
from  ti^, po\ition of executive directol- of the Mass;~chuscLts Council for the 
Soc~al  Studic\. HIS  countless hours of service to social studies in New 
England ale l i r r eh~  noted. 

I hope !ou erijoy reading these as much as 1 enjoyed digging them up. 
As 1 stated .rho\e. there is an incredible history to this organization, but we 
are still at tlie iorefi-ont of history education in New England today. By rhe 
way. oul- fall conference will be held on November 10 in Salem. 
Massachuset~s: 1no1-e details to come. 

RICHARD P. DAUER FELLOWSHIP 
Last spring the passing of an outstanding ~nember  of the New England 

History Teachers Association was noted in the organization's newsletter. At 
the time. i t  was mentioned that a scholarship foundation had been organized 
to honor the memory of Dl-. Richard Dauer. The trustees of that fellowship 
wanted to memorialize Rick with a fellowship which would go to a 
Connect~cut teacher who most closely resembled the type of teacher that he 
was. Fii-st. it was decided that the fe l low~hip would go to an in-service teachel- 
who was pursulng an advanced degree (preferable a doctorate) in history, 
since Rick \\,a\ doing the very same thing while being an extremely active 
teacher. leadin: community activist. and all-around individual. Other criteria 
would include other qualities Rick had and/or ;ictivities he was involved in. 
Rich coached sports (starting the baseball and basketball progl.;lrns) ~ i ~ h i l e  at 
William\ School in New London. Connecticut: he was involved in all aspects 
of the school'c extra-c~~r~.icula~- activities. including Harvard Model Congress, 
participatinf in performances and sinzing events. along with many other 
activities. Outside of sctiool R ~ c k  itas involved in community activities, such 
as sinzing in the church choir. participatinf on the town's library board. and 
being very involved in the town of Clinton's historical society. Besides being 
so involved Rick was also an avid sports participant and fan. being a runner. 
an avid golfel- and p!aying 01-ganized baseb;ill player into his sixtieth yea(-. No 
one is expected to be Kick ljauer in ~n\oIvement.  nut tlie more cri~eria that the 
candidate has. the more desirable the carididate is. 

The grant is lor $1.500 and is to he awnl-ded annually. Thel-c are iio l i~n -  
11s to the numbel- of t i n lo  a candidate may apply. Carididatrs should \v~-ite fol- 
illformation and fo r~ns  to: Keith Dauer, 19 Bates Road, Chester. CT 06412 

CELEBRATING THE ACCOMPLISHMENTS 
OF OUR MEMBERS 

Co~igratulations to NEHTA member Rebecca Duda for receiving the 
\\'illiam Spratt Award for Teaching Excellence in Social Studies at the 
Rliddlc Level. This award is presented annually to a middle school Social 
Studies teacher in Massachusetts by the Massachusetts Council for the Social 
Studies. The award was presented May 5 at the Publick House in Sturbridge. 
Massachusetts. 

Ms. Duda has continued her pursuit of excellence in the field by being 
selected as only one of 25 educators from around the nation to participate in a 
National Endowment for the Humanities Institute this summer. Held at Salem 
State College. the ins~itutc was titled "The Visual Culture of New England." 
Participants studied 17th and 18th centul-y visual culture of New England and 
wrote original curriculum units to utilize in their classrooms this fall. 
Rebecca's unit focused on the colonial economy and its development. 

Rebecca Duda is an 8th grade U.S. history teacher in her third year at 
Lakeview Junior High School in Dracut, Massachusetts. 

NEHTA member Dr. Charles Mitsakos of Rivier College was recently 
honored as the recipient of the Sr. Mary Jane Benoit Outstanding Educator of 
the Yeal- Awkird. The award is nained in honor of Sr. Mary Jane Beniot, 
Rivier classes of 1953 and 1956. It is given LO an individual in recognition of 
distinction made through teaching and ~nentoring of students in education 
and/or mental health. 

Dr. Mitsakos served in the Lexington. Chelmsford. Andover and 
Winchester public school systems for 1961 to 1992. He currently serves as 
Rivier College's divisional chair for Education. He has authored numerous 
articles and publications. including textbooks. 

Have you recently p~~bl ished an article'? Have you reached a professional 
milestone? Or, have you ~ n a d e  a recent profession;ll change'? The NEHTA 
would like to celebrate the acco~nplishlnents of it\ members. Please let us 
know your news by contacting our Mernher ship Coordinator at 
mc~nbershi~@nehta.net.  

Stephen Armstrong, NEHTA President 


